

Adopted 4/11/17


Introduced by Council Members Love, Bowman and Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, R. Gaffney, Carter and Becton and Schellenberg: 

RESOLUTION 2017-199-A
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE COUNCIL’S SUPPORT FOR ENTERPRISE FLORIDA AND ITS STATEWIDE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVE TOOLKIT THAT IS LEVERAGED TO ATTRACT JOBS AND PRIVATE CAPITAL INVESTMENT TO FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Enterprise Florida was created with the mission to market Florida’s business climate and to diversify and grow the state’s economy through job creation by focusing on the attraction of new and expanding companies;  and 
WHEREAS, Enterprise Florida is a critical economic development partner for Duval County and the City of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS; Florida competes with other states that aggressively leverage economic development incentive toolkits to win competitive economic development projects; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville works with Enterprise Florida to ensure a positive return on investment for state and local tax dollars that are invested in competitive economic development projects that would not otherwise locate in Florida; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has partnered with Enterprise Florida to fund state and local incentives for companies that have committed to create over 5,000 jobs and 650 million dollars in private capital investment in Duval County since July 1, 2015; and


WHEREAS, Enterprise Florida has assisted in recruiting new companies to Jacksonville such as Campers Inn, Grace Aerospace, KLS Martin Group, the Macquarie Group and two Amazon fulfillment centers, and has supported the expansion of companies already operating in Duval County, such as Deutsche Bank, Ernst and Young, and Maxwell House/Kraft Heinz Food; and

WHEREAS, the Florida House of Representatives is considering House Bill 7005 which proposes to eliminate Enterprise Florida and economic development programs like the Qualified Target Industry (QTI)incentive, the Tax Refund program and the Quick Response Training (QRT) grant program, among others; and
WHEREAS, Jacksonville and Florida’s other 66 counties will be at a competitive disadvantage to attract future economic development projects without proper state funding for Enterprise Florida operations and the corresponding statewide economic development incentive toolkit; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
 Support for Enterprise Florida.  The Council hereby expresses its support for Enterprise Florida and the corresponding statewide economic development incentive toolkit that is leveraged to attract private jobs and capital investment in Florida, to be decided during the 2017 State Legislative Session.

Section 2. This Resolution encourages the Florida Legislature to continue to fully fund Enterprise Florida and the statewide economic development incentive toolkit. 


Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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